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characteristics of the different New Testament books included within it. 
It then gives the text of those books in the modern English dress 
already referred to, and closes with a series of notes both upon the 
meaning of the structure and upon the text. Quotations from the 
Old Testament are put into smaller type. Conversation is indicated 
by quotation marks, which makes it much more easily recognizable 
than in the usual versions. Careful attention has been given to the 
metrical structure of the Hebrew poetry wherever it appears in the 
New Testament. Much force is also gained in many passages by the 
proper translation of the Greek imperfect where the ordinary versions 
make no distinction between it and the aorist. An example of this is 
found in the following verses of John 3:20, 21 : 

For everyone who keeps doing wrong, 

Hates the light, and keeps away from the light, 
So that his deeds may not be detected. 

But he who keeps doing right 
Comes to the light, 

So that his deeds may be shown to have been done in reliance on God. 

H. L. W 



Broader Bible Study. The Pentateuch. By Alexander Patter- 
son. Philadelphia: George W. Jacobs & Co., 1902. 

This book seeks to serve as a guide to historical Bible study as dis- 
tinguished from the proof-text method, to indicate and emphasize the 
spiritual elements in the biblical narration, and to present its message 
in a form so simple that the average mind may readily comprehend it. 
The author has achieved simplicity at the expense of style, and his 
spiritual teachings are such as have no basis in the historical events 
with which he connects them. A right use of the historical method of 
study as applied to the Old Testament yields the very richest spiritual 
results ; but this book evinces an entire absence of the historical spirit 
and method. The point of view appears in such statements as that 
"wherever the Bible touches science it does so with precision" (p. 22); 
that the climax of Israel's religious history was attained in the time of 
David and Solomon when most of the poetical books, except Job, were 
written (p. 50); that the several persons of the Trinity had a part in 
creation, this being the explanation of the plural form, 'eldhim (p. 58); 
and that Jehovah, as the second person of the Trinity, is to be dis- 
tinguished from God the Father (p. 80). In short, the author seems 
to have been wholly untouched by the results of the last half-century of 
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biblical study. Though professing to speak in the light of the latest 
investigations, the only commentators with whom he shows any 
acquaintance are Murphy and Matthew Henry. For its insistence upon 
the essential unity of Scripture and upon the necessity of the study of 
books as a whole, as a prerequisite to any study of isolated passages, 
this work is to be commended ; but here praise must cease. 

John M. P. Smith. 

The University of Chicago. 



The Christian Point of View: Three Addresses Delivered at 
Union Theological Seminary, by Professors in that Institu- 
tion. New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1902. Pp. 89. 
So. 60. 

"The Problem for the Church," by Professor George W. Knox, is 
the title of the first address. The church departed from the Christian 
point of view and reached its conception of God through science and 
philosophy, thus making God ontological rather than ethical. But the 
conceptions of science and philosophy are ever changing, and with 
each change the faith which is reared upon this foundation is imperiled. 
This is the situation of the church today. The only solution is to 
accept unhesitatingly Jesus Christ as the perfect revelation of God and 
thus "to disentangle the worship of the Christian God from the nature- 
worship which has usurped its place." And yet must not ontology 
have its place in our thought of God ? 

The second address treats of "Theological Reconstruction," by Pro- 
fessor Arthur C. McGiffert. Christian theology must be based on 
Christ alone as known in the light of the Scriptures and of Christian 
experience. The constructive principle should be the life-purpose of 
Jesus Christ. From this principle we are able to reach the Christian 
view of God, the world, man, salvation, and Christ, "for the twentieth 
century and for all the coming centuries." But must not the interpre- 
tation of Jesus' life-purpose by each age be largely determined by 
contemporaneous culture and thought? 

The last address is upon " The Religious Value of the Old Testa- 
ment," the author being Professor Francis Brown. Distinguishing 
between historical and religious value, and recognizing that the latter 
may be temporary or permanent, the test of the religious value of the 
Old Testament for us is the spirit of Jesus. Whatever accords with or 
varies from this has or lacks religious value for us. The Old Testa- 
ment is peculiarly valuable because of its concrete and varied religious 



